
 

J IM WESTRICK

300 Spruce Street, Hollidaysburg, PA 16648


814.243.9358 / jew178@psu.edu


QUALIFICATIONS SUMMARY


• University-level teaching experience:  Excellent communication skills, patience and 
ability to simplify and explain even complex ideas/concepts.  Passion for helping 
students develop their own personal style while also learning the fundamental skills 
necessary to effectively communicate their ideas through the film medium.


• Experience in all areas of filmmaking: Wide-ranging knowledge of every aspect of film 
production, from start to finish.  Positions held: Director, Editor, Screenwriter, Director of 
Photography, Assistant Director, Assistant Camera, Grip/Electric, Sound Recordist, Sound 
Mixer, Colorist. 


• Strong directing capabilities: Skilled at working with actors to create subtle, layered and 
clear performances.  In-depth knowledge of technical aspects of filmmaking allows for 
impactful yet pragmatic shot selection and concise, purposeful communication amongst 
department heads in order to achieve the desired vision for the film.  


• Strengths:  Highly organized and dependable, collaborative and open-minded, able to 
stay calm, focused, and solve problems even in high-stress scenarios.  Passionate about 
storytelling and the human experience.


EDUCATION


M.F.A. IN FILM PRODUCTION, DIRECTING EMPHASIS 

Chapman University, Orange, CA     May 2012


B.A. IN FILM AND VIDEO

Penn State University, University Park, PA      May 2002


B.S. IN BUSINESS LOGISTICS

Penn State University, University Park, PA      May 2002


TEACHING EXPERIENCE


ASSISTANT TEACHING PROFESSOR 

Penn State University, Bellisario College of Communications  August 2025 - Present 


LECTURER 

Penn State University, Bellisario College of Communications  August 2024 - July 2025 


ADJUNCT LECTURER 

Penn State University, Bellisario College of Communications       Jan 2022 - May 2024

 Jan 2004 - May 2005
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Courses taught:  

• COMM 242: Basic Video/Filmmaking. Course is an introduction to the fundamentals of 

the filmmaking process, as well as an introduction to the philosophy and expectations 
of the major.  Students write, produce and edit multiple short projects culminating in a 
larger, final project at the end of the semester.  Course is designed to educate the 
students on the basic principles of screenwriting, cinematography and non-linear 
editing while encouraging the collaborative process.


• COMM 338: Intermediate Narrative Production. Course is an intermediate aesthetic 
and technical production course in short-form narrative. Students work collaboratively 
on the production of a short film where they apply processes associated with pre-
production, production and post-production.  Emphasis is placed on learning the 
responsibilities and established practices of key production roles such as producer, 
director, cinematographer, sound designer, production designer and editor. Students 
develop these skills through lectures, exercises, screenings and critique sessions.


• COMM 342W: Idea Development and Media Writing. Course is designed to introduce 
students to the process of generating and developing ideas into written scripts and 
proposals for film projects in narrative and documentary modes. Emphasis is placed on 
using written work as an integral part of the creative process. Students gain experience 
in informal writing such as observational and descriptive ideation exercises and peer 
critiques and formal writing including documentary proposals and multi-draft 
screenplays. 

• COMM 438: Advanced Narrative Production. Course is an advanced short form 
narrative production course. This course is designed to provide students with the 
experience of producing a professional quality short film from start to finish, as a crew, 
using traditional narrative filmmaking techniques. Specific topics pertaining to the three 
stages of film production will be covered through a combination of lectures, in-class 
workshops, presentations, production meetings and critique sessions.  

RESIDENT COUNSELOR, COLLEGE OF COMMUNICATIONS SUMMER FILM CAMP

Penn State University, College of Communications 2004


• Week-long resident camp for high school students from U.S. and abroad.

• Helped mentor students in the creation of their projects and served in a 24/7 

supervisory role throughout the duration of the camp.


TELEVISION CREDITS


HOMICIDE SQUAD: NEW ORLEANS  (A&E) - Online Editor, 20 episodes 2024 - Current

REAL MURDERS OF ATLANTA (Oxygen) - Online Editor, 50 episodes  2022 - 2024

SIN CITY MURDERS (Oxygen) - Online Editor, 10 episodes 2023

LA FIRE AND RESCUE (NBC) - Online Editor, 8 episodes 2023 - 2024

REAL MURDERS OF ORANGE COUNTY (Oxygen) - Online Editor, 28 episodes  2020 - 2023

ALL THE SINGLE LADIES (HBO Max) - Online Editor, 8 episodes 2022

CELEBRITY TRUE CRIME STORY (MTV) - Online Editor, 8 episodes  2022

BACKYARD BAR WARS (Tru TV) - Online Editor, 10 episodes  2021
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NIGHTWATCH (A&E) - Online Editor, 30 episodes 2021

DARK SIDE OF FOOTBALL (Vice Media) - Online Editor, 6 episodes  2021

PIT BULLS AND PAROLEES (Animal Planet) - Online Editor, 59 episodes  2016 - 2022


• 2015 Reality TV Award for Feel Good Show

• 2016 Reality TV Award for Feel Good Show

• 2017 Women’s Image Award for Outstanding Reality Series

• 2020 Reality TV Award Nominations for Overall Show and Feel Good Show

• 2020 Banff Rockie Awards Nomination for Reality: Docusoap or Docuseries


LAST CHANCE TRANSPLANT (Discovery+) - Online Editor, 3 episodes 2021

TWISTED SISTERS (Discovery ID) - Online Editor, 24 episodes 2018 - 2021

TWISTED LOVE (Discovery ID) - Online Editor, 6 episodes  2019 - 2020

SMILEY FACE KILLERS (Oxygen) - Online Editor, 6 episodes  2019

WAHLBURGERS (A&E) - Online Editor, 45 episodes 2016 - 2019


• Emmy Nomination for Outstanding Unstructured Reality Program, 2014 & 2015

• Reality TV Award for Best New Show, 2015


HOLLYWOOD MEDIUM (E!) - Online Editor, 34 episodes 2016 - 2019

STRUT (Oxygen) - Online Editor, 3 episodes 2016


• GLADD Media Award for Outstanding Reality Program

DONNIE LOVES JENNY (A&E) - Assistant Editor, 26 episodes  2015 - 2016

KILLER KIDS (Lifetime) - Assistant Editor, 12 episodes  2014 - 2015

MY FLIPPING FAMILY (HGTV) - Assistant Editor, 4 episodes 2014

THE PECOS LEAGUE (FOX 1) - Assistant Editor, 6 episodes 2014

THE MINDY PROJECT (FOX) - Post-Production Assistant, 24 episodes 2012 - 2013


CREATIVE FILMOGRAPHY

 

WORKWEEK - Narrative Short (A Shot In The Dark Productions) Current

Director, Editor, Co-Writer


A comedic look at a workweek from the perspective of one worker on various days of 
the week via a zoom meeting. 


ALLEGIANCE - Narrative Short (Camerado Films) 2021

Editor, Colorist, Graphics


• Post-production included green-screen, compositing and paint work.

• Screenings:  Toronto International Women Film Festival:  WINNER Best Narrative 

Short (Toronto, Canada); Aphrodite Film Awards FINALIST (New York, NY); Golden 
Horse International Film Festival: WINNER Best International Short Film (Tamil Nadu, 
India); Wine, Women & Film Festival QUARTER FINALIST (Brooks, CA).


BROTHER’S KEEPER - Narrative Short (Camerado Films) 2017

Editor, Colorist, Sound Mixer


NO SUNLIGHT - Narrative Feature (Bruised Reed Productions) 2016

Editor


• Screenings: Winnipeg Real to Reel Film Festival (Manitoba, Canada); Pasadena 
Laemmle's Playhouse 7 (Pasadena, CA).
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THE PHOTOSHOP - TV Pilot Presentation (A Shot In The Dark Productions) 2015

Director, Editor


Depressed divorcee Roy is content running The Photoshop with his dysfunctional, lazy 
staff... Until the threat of bankruptcy forces him to run a contest to see who gets fired.

• Created a pitch presentation containing scenes from the pilot to market the series. 


RIPPED! - Narrative Feature (Ma & Pa Pictures) 2014

Cinematographer


• Distributed by Monarch Films (US).

•Screenings: Collegetown Film Festival (State College, PA); Valley Film Festival (Los 

Angeles, CA); FirstGlance Film Festival (Philadelphia, PA); Collegetown Film Festival 
(Athens, OH).


TEN MINUTES - Narrative Short (Steal Love Where You Can Productions) 2013

Director, Editor


A lovely Portuguese escort and the strange French client who never touches her have 
only ten minutes to confess their feelings before she leaves LA for good.


LEAVING LIMBO  - Narrative Feature (Bruised Reed Productions) 2012

Editor


• Distribution: Bridgestone Multimedia.

• Select Screenings: Glendale International Film Festival (Glendale, CA): WINNER Best 

Feature Film; International Family Film Festival (Hollywood, CA): WINNER Top 
Applause Award; FAM Fest (Rock Hill, SC): WINNER Best Feature Film; Midwest 
Christian Inspirational Indie Film Festival (Chicago, IL): WINNER Best Feature Film; 
Inspired Faith Film Festival (Atlanta, GA): WINNER Best Female Director; Winnipeg 
Real to Reel Film Festival (Manitoba, Canada): 2ND PLACE Grand Jury Prize; 
TrindieFest (Trinidad, CO): HONORABLE MENTION Best Drama; John Paul II 
International Film Festival (Miami, FL): NOMINEE Reel Rose Award; LA Femme 
International Film Festival (Los Angeles, CA);  Pocono Mountains Film Festival 
(Pocono, PA).


WE TWO HAVE WANDERED - Narrative Short (Chapman University Thesis) 2012

Writer, Director


A successful musician returns to his small hometown after many years for the girl he left 
behind. 

• Mentored by acclaimed filmmaker & former DGA president, Martha Coolidge.

• Screenings: LA Shorts Fest (LA, CA); West Chester International Short Film Festival 

(West Chester, PA); Chapman University Graduate Thesis Screening (Orange, CA).


FROGMAN - Narrative Short (Chapman University Cycle)  2012

Director


A young man dreams of following in his father’s footsteps by becoming a Navy Seal, 
but his father intends to derail those plans, putting his son to the test. 

• Screenings: Chapman University Graduate Cycle Screening (Orange, CA).


THE BOYS - Narrative Short (Steal Love Where You Can Productions) 2012

Director of Photography, Colorist
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ENCYCLOPEDIA DAD - Narrative Short (Chapman University Cycle)  2011

Director


How can you be there for your kids when you're not there? Alvin Morris' solution is a 
special set of encyclopedias for his young son, Alex. 

• The short story that the film was based on has since been purchased by Warner 

Brothers TV and is currently in development.

• Screenings: Chapman University Graduate Cycle Screening (Orange, CA).


BEAR CAMP - Narrative Short (Chapman University) 2010

Writer, Director, Editor


A young couple’s camping trip would be the perfect way to unwind... if one of them 
didn’t have an irrational fear of bears.

• Shot entirely on a soundstage.

• Screenings: Chapman University Graduate 321 Screening (Orange, CA).


TRESPASSES - Narrative Feature (A Shot In The Dark Productions) 2005

Writer, Director, Producer, Editor


When Rick learns of his estranged brother’s death, he is forced to face his past, but in 
doing so, endangers his future.  

• Shot in and around State College area; crew made up of primarily Penn State Alumni 

and my former COMM 242 students; cast comprised of professional actors from 
around the country.


• Screenings:  Penn State Carnegie Cinema (University Park, PA).


THE ROOM - Narrative Short (Penn State Thesis) 2002

Director of Photography


• Shot on 16mm film. 

• Broadcast on WPSU Television.

• Screenings:  Sedona International Film Festival (Sedona, AZ); Garman Opera House 

Theatre (Bellefonte, PA); Penn State Student Film Festival (University Park, PA): 
WINNER Outstanding Narrative Drama, WINNER Outstanding Actress, WINNER 
Outstanding Art Direction.


Full list of credits upon request.


SCREENWRITING


HQL - TV Pilot/Series, 1 Hour Supernatural Drama, Work in Progress

SEPTEMBER - Feature-length Coming-Of-Age Dramedy, Work in Progress

WORKWEEK - Short Comedy, 2024

ALLEY - TV Pilot, 1 Hour Drama, 2017

WE TWO HAVE WANDERED - Short Romantic Drama, 2012

BEAR CAMP - Short Comedy, 2010

THE INTERVIEW - Feature-length Drama, 2006

TRESPASSES - Feature-length Drama, 2005




Jim Westrick Page 6

RELATED WORK EXPERIENCE


44 BLUE PRODUCTIONS, BURBANK, CA

Online Editor Oct 2016 - Current


• Conform shows for final delivery to network.  Ensure that all aspects of the show 
meet quality control specifications and delivery requirements for various networks, 
including Animal Planet, A&E, Oxygen, E! and MTV.


• Execute paints/blurs, color, lower thirds, subtitles and credits. 

• Worked on 250+ episodes of television for 21 different series, including: Pit Bulls & 

Parolees, Wahlburgers, Hollywood Medium, Strut, Twisted Sisters and Smiley Face 
Killers. 


Assistant Editor   May 2013 - Oct 2016

• Ingested and organized footage for over 100 episodes of television.

• Helped develop and implement a tapeless workflow.

• Assisted editors and story producers with troubleshooting and technical issues.


EARLY RELEASE MEDIA, NEW ORLEANS, LA

Colorist/Online Editor   March 2023 - May 2024


• Performed color correction and online post production duties for a variety of online 
series content.


• Shows included: Moto Maidens, Life with the Underdogs and Big Easy Boys.


JESSIE AND JAMES PHOTOGRAPHY, LOS ANGELES, CA

Co-Owner/Photographer   March 2014 - Jan 2022


• Photographed headshots, events and portraits along with my wife/business partner.

• Performed all maintenance and technical support for camera/lighting gear, computers 

and software.

• Day to day business operations, including; marketing, advertising, tax and legal 

documents organization and filings


PANAVISION HOLLYWOOD, HOLLYWOOD, CA

Head Shipper / Prep Floor Assistant Manager Oct 2005 - Jan 2009


• Started in shipping department; promoted to prep floor in 2nd year.

• Supervised orderly and efficient operation of the camera prep floor.

• Trained new camera techs on operations and equipment.

• Demoed cameras and accessories for clients.


SOFTWARE & TECHNICAL PROFICIENCIES


• Avid (Certified User, 2011)

• DaVinci Resolve (Certified User, 2020)

• Pro-Tools

• Adobe Premiere

• Adobe Photoshop

• Final Draft

• Wide variety of camera, grip and lighting equipment
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AWARDS 


Dodge College of Film and Media Arts Fellowship, Chapman University 2009-2012


MEMBERSHIPS 


Motion Picture Editors Guild, IATSE Local 700 Roster   2018


CONFERENCES ATTENDED 


Adobe Max, Los Angeles Convention Center, CA  2025

Photography Expo, Los Angeles Convention Center, CA  2014

Cine Gear Expo, Paramount Studios, Hollywood, CA   2007, 2008

DIT Course with Scott MacDonald, Panavision Woodland Hills, CA  2007


